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Governor Polis has announced the first of multiple investments using
stimulus funding from the U.S. Treasury’s Capital Projects Fund (CPF)
Program; investing $113.5 million in Colorado to make significant
improvements to Colorado’s broadband structure and connecting Colorado
homes lacking internet access.

Southern Colorado Economic Development District (SCEDD) along with
internet provider partners, SECOM and Vero, have been awarded
$12,467,127.00 in funding to support projects throughout southern Colorado. 
Ditesco Project & Construction Services is serving as consultant and lead
partner on all projects.

Projects awarded are:
• Pueblo County, awarded $2,381,572.00; this project will connect 341
locations in unincorporated areas of Pueblo County south of Avondale and
on the south side of the town of Boone.  The subgrantee internet service
provider is SECOM, which serves homes and businesses across southeast
Colorado with a mix of fiber and wireless technologies.

• Bent County and Otero County projects were awarded $8,848.689.00 and
will connect 938 locations in the northern portion of unincorporated Bent
County in Southeast Colorado.  These projects connect underserved
locations with fiber and increase network resiliency for the City of Las
Animas, Cheraw, McClave and Wiley.  SECOM is the subgrantee on these
projects also.

• Lake County was awarded $1,236,866.00 and will serve 132 locations north
of Leadville from Ski Cooper to the residential community.  The subgrantee is
Vero Networks, which serves homes and businesses with a mix of fiber and
wireless technologies across Colorado.

These projects in the south and southwest parts of the state clearly illustrate
the biggest impact from the CPF funds serving unserved and underserved
locations.

Through a rigorous selection process, the Colorado Broadband Office
evaluated applications and selected projects that could significantly bridge
and impact Colorado’s digital divide. 

In total, CPF will connect nearly 19,000 homes and businesses across
Colorado.

MOST RECENT
FUNDING AWARDED

Capital Projects Fund (CPF) totaling 
$12,467,127 

for regional broadband projects

CLICK HERE TO READ THE FULL PRESS RELEASE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1FPn01iT17ncR9d3JNvpRgc8hKDvbvk/view?usp=sharing


Southern Colorado Economic Development District is pleased to

welcome Richard Chambers, Broadband and Special Projects

Coordinator and Lisa Schlotterhausen, Program Coordinator serving the

Eastern Plains region which includes the counties of Baca, Bent,

Crowley, Kiowa, Otero and Prowers.

Richard brings a wealth of experience, which includes knowledge in

economic development, community research and proven success in

grant writing.

After spending many years in higher education that includes a strong

skillset in leadership, budgeting, short- and long- term planning and

executive leadership, Lisa brings extensive experience in grant research,

grant writing, management services and community planning.

Both Richard and Lisa look forward to visiting with our county leaders

and assisting with economic development and broadband needs

throughout the region.

MEET THE STAFF

Serving southern Colorado since 1965, SCEDD is proud to
serve a 11-county region.

  
The organization’s staff and Board of Directors is responsible

for maintaining and up-to-date CEDS, 
ensuring the eligibility of member counties to apply for EDA

funding assistance.
  

SCEDD also provides a number of other services for its
member counties, in response to the ever-changing needs

and opportunities for the region. 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Congressionally Directed Spending
LETTER OF INTEREST DEADLINE MARCH 15

TMobile Hometown Grants
DEADLINE MARCH 31

Main Street LIVE  
DEADLINE APRIL 1

Strong Communities Grant Program
DEADLINE MARCH 29

REDI (Rural Economic Development Initiative
DEADLINE MARCH 14

Microgrids for Community Resilience -
planning & construction applications 

DEADLINE JUNE 13
Energy/Mineral Impact Assistance Fund Grant
(EIAF Cycle 24-07)

DEADLINE APRIL 1

Please contact the appropriate staff member 
for your county for more information:

Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero, Prowers
Contact Lisa Schlotterhausen, lisa@scedd.com

719-299-0989

Chaffee, Custer, Huerfano, Lake, Pueblo
Contact Tracy Gutierrez, tracy@scedd.com

719-299-1415 

Southern Colorado Economic Development District will be visiting many
communities in our region during the month of February.

SCEDD staff, representatives from the Colorado Broadband Office and
our project partners from Ditesco, SECOM and Vero will be “on the road”
to share details about each broadband project and speak with
representatives from throughout the region.

SCEDD IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Regional Broadband Outreach Sessions
February 20, 2024

West Custer County Library
209 Main Street

Westcliffe – Custer County
9:30 am

February 20, 2024
My One Hour Office

523 Main Street
Walsenburg – Huerfano County

1:30 pm

February 21, 2024
McHarg Park Community Center

405 2nd Street
Avondale – Pueblo County

10:00 am

February 21, 2024 
Ordway Town Hall 

311 Main Street
Ordway – Crowley County 

1:30 pm 

February 27, 2024 
Lake County Public Library 

1115 Harrison Avenue 
Leadville – Lake County 

10:00 am 

February 27, 2024 
Chaffee County Fairgrounds 

10165 CR 120 
Salida – Chaffee County 

2:00 pm

February 28, 2024
Bent County Community Center

1214 Ambassador Thompson
Las Animas – Bent County

10:00 am

February 29, 2024
Lamar Cultural Events Center

102 E. Parmenter
Lamar – Prowers County

10:30 am

February 29, 2024
Emergency Management

Building
29400 US Highway 287

Springfield – Baca County
2:00 pm

If you are unable to
attend and would like

a recording of the
presentation, contact
richard@scedd.com

Join us to hear about
our project process to

date, talk about
upcoming funding

opportunities, including
BEAD, and to hear your
thoughts on all things

broadband.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EFZoxzxTYgsVLysdMx709-hYiyRHSzZa/view?usp=sharing

