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SCEDD Receives Funds For Las Animas County Broadband Project

The Colorado Broadband Office (CBO) has awarded funds for a fourth project to the Southern
Colorado Economic Development District (SCEDD) from the Capital Projects Fund (CPF) grant
program for broadband development. SCEDD will receive a grant of $3,371,190 for the project to
expand broadband service to approximately 385 locations on Colorado Highway 12 in Las Animas
County west of Trinidad. This grant will be matched by $1,123,730, including in-kind contributions,
from internet service provider SECOM.

This grant brings SCEDD’s grants to $15,838,317.00 in four grants from the CPF program, which has
now awarded $119,815,111.82 across the state.

SCEDD’s broadband team will work with SECOM on this project. Jon Saunders, chief business
development officer for SECOM, expressed SECOM'’s eagerness to see this project move forward.

“SECOM is excited about the opportunity to bring broadband on fiber optic cable along this portion of
Highway 12. For several years, the State of Colorado has designated this area as Critically Unserved.

“With this grant, 385 locations will have the ability to connect to the fiber and get 1Gbps [gigabit per
second] and even faster service. We look forward to bringing these homes and businesses this state-
of-the-art technology that will meet their broadband needs now and for decades to come,” he said.
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CAPITAL PROJECT FUND AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS

FROM THE COLORADO BROADBAND OFFICE

Chaffee County

Wednesday, April 24
1-3 p.m.

Lake County
Thursday, April 25
10 a.m.-noon

.term goal, according to the report. P

SCEDD HITS THE ROAD TO TALK
BROADBAND

SCEDD and its broadband team shared the good news of Capital Projects Fund
(CPF) broadband grant awards throughout the southeastern Colorado region,
with seven Regional Broadband Initiative Outreach Sessions in the month of
February. SCEDD also gathered input about unfunded broadband needs and
discussed ideas for pursuing the larger amounts of broadband funding soon to
be available from the Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD)
program.

Locations of the events included Custer County, Huerfano County, Pueblo
County (Avondale), Otero County, Bent County, Prowers County, and Baca
County.

CPF funds prioritized unserved areas, but areas that are considered underserved
will be strongly considered for the next round of funding (BEAD funds).

With recent news of the award to the Las Animas County project on Colorado
Highway 12, SCEDD will receive funding for four of its seven applications. The
awards that had already been announced were for the SECOM FTTP project in
Bent and Otero counties, the SECOM FTTP project in Pueblo County south of
Avondale and by Boone and the Vero FTTP project north of Leadville.

SCEDD’s awards make up 13.2 percent of the total awarded in Colorado and had
an average cost-per-premise of $11,321.44, similar to the statewide average cost-
per-premise of $11,361.78. It was noted during the Outreach Sessions that if
SCEDD’s award ratio from CPF carries through to the BEAD awards, the region
will be in line for other big projects.

Recordings of several of these Outreach Sessions are available on SCEDD’s
Digital Library YouTube channel.

Search “SCEDD Regional Broadband Initiative” on YouTube.
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NEW FEDERAL TARGET FOR INTERNET SPEEDS

On March 14, the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) raised its target for broadband internet speeds to
four times the speed that it had set as the standard in
2015.

Download speeds of 100 megabits per second (mbps) and
upload speeds of 20 mbps are the new goal.
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In their report, the FCC noted that 45 million Americans do .
not have access to internet at the 100/20 benchmark and
only 74% of school districts have broadband service that 8
meets a speed benchmark for school usage.
'
Further, the FCC set a speed of 1 gigabit per second in
upload speed and 500 mbps in download speed as a long-‘
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